204        PRINCIPLES OF WOOL COMBING
that a wool which could only be stapled to an average
length of 2| inches in the grease will look about the
same length in the carding, but it may appear fully
3J inches long as it comes from the final gill-box.
It is easy to see that this straight position is not
natural to the fibre, for if a staple (or draw as it is
called when taken from a sliver) be taken from the
new top and laid upon a blackboard, it will soon con-
tract visibly in length. If tops are taken fresh from
the comb to the spinning, this tendency to contract
is very detrimental. In the same way, if a combed
sliver be run loosely into a can, the same shrinkage
and curling go on, till the top begins to look short and
fuzzy; but when it is wound tightly on to a ball each
fibre, though retaining some of its natural wave, is
,fl .,                        held approximately straight, and if left for some days
'!M |                      in that position it will lose all tendency to contract to
its former shape, and each fibre will resemble Fig. 76, B.
A top in this condition invariably looks finer than one
of equal quality in which the fibres are curly; in fact,
it may be said that the quality appears to vary directly
in proportion as the hairs are straight or very wavy.
Unfortunately, makers are often compelled to submit
samples from lots which are quite new, although it is
a disadvantage both to themselves and their customers
to do so; for if a spinner be using an old lot of a certain
standard quality, and a quite new sample of the same
quality is submitted from a newly combed lot, it would
be impossible for them to look alike, even if they were
different combings from the same pile of wool. Tops
should always be allowed to lie before they are judged
or used, for they improve very rapidly in the first few
days, and in appearance and spinning power they are
seldom at their very best until they are three weeks old.
As it is impossible always to leave two tops for
comparison until the newest of them has lain long